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5900 Seventh Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
Phone:  262-654-8642	
 	
 	
 FAX:  262-605-5526	
	

E-Mail:  stmatts5900@gmail.com	
 	
 Webpage:  stmatthewskenosha.net
Facebook.com/StMatthewsEpiscopalChurchKenosha

St. Matthew’s Church Mission Statement
St. Matthew’s, an historic church rooted in the Episcopal tradition, shares the love of Christ, putting faith into action 

through worship, prayer and outreach in the downtown community and beyond.

Worship Schedule
Sunday	
 7:30 AM      Holy Eucharist
	
           10:30 AM      Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday	
 9:00 AM      Healing Service with Holy Eucharist  

Saturday	
 5:00 PM      Evening Prayer with Holy Eucharist

The Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee, Wisconsin
The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, Bishop of Milwaukee

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
The Very Rev. Matthew L. Buterbaugh, Rector & Dean of Racine/Kenosha Convocation 

	
 Wardens
	
 Debi Rengers, Senior Warden

Ken Specht, Junior Warden

Vestry
Linda Bogdala	
	
 	
 Jennifer McCombe	
 	

Dawn Christiansen	
             Michelle Plichta
Don Gosse	
 	
 	
 Jim Singer 
Geoff Greeley	
	
 	
 Rick Stoddard 
Gavin Lochtefeld	
 	
 B. J. VanKammen

	
     

Easter Triduum
The Easter Triduum (sometimes also referred to as the Paschal Triduum) is the proper name for the liturgical 
season that concludes Lent  and introduces us to the joy of the Easter season.

Starting with the Mass of the Lord's Supper on the evening of  Maundy Thursday, continuing through 
the Good Friday service and Holy Saturday and concluding with  Easter Sunday, the Easter Triduum marks 
the most significant events of Holy Week.

Holy Week and Easter Service Times

	
 April 2nd:  Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 PM 
	
 April 3rd:  Good Friday service noon to 1:00 PM
	
 April 4th:  Easter Vigil service at 7:00 PM  (no 5:00 PM Saturday Service)
	
 April 5th:  Easter Day services at 7:30 AM and 10:30 AM

  

Treasurer
Jon Cushman

Staff
Kay Sutton, Organist/Choir Director                                             
Abigail Wincek, Office Manager
Mary Weiser, Parish Secretary
Jeff Tyree, Facilities Manager
Lynn Heller, RN, Parish Nurse
Franklin Gail, Verger
Leigh Travanty, Sexton
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A  Pastoral Letter from Fr. Matthew
Dear Friends,

We are coming into one of the most special times of year for a Christian. Holy Week and Easter are the times we 
remember the story that changed humanity for all eternity. It is the time we remember that Christ gave all and 
conquered death and the grave. It is the time that we remember that we are no longer subject to sin and despair, but now 
live with God.

The story of Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday with the blessing of the palms where we remember Jesus' triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, that was followed by his passion and death. Holy Week at St. Matthew's continues with our 
regular healing service on Wednesday April 1 (no fooling) at 9:00am. Then, on Maundy Thursday at 7:00pm, we 
remember Jesus' institution of the Holy Eucharist and how he humbled himself by washing the feet of his disciples. On 
Good Friday at noon, we will remember Jesus' suffering and death on the cross. Saturday evening at 7:00pm, we will 
begin the celebration of Easter with the Great Vigil, where we will light the new Easter fire and hear the story of 
salvation. Then, on Sunday morning at 7:30 and 10:30, we will celebrate the resurrection.

I write these, not just to let you know when the services are taking place, but as a reminder that Holy Week is about the 
whole story. It's very easy to celebrate the resurrection. Easter is the day when churches across the world are packed 
with people. It is a day when people make plans with families and sometimes travel. Easter is a joyous day. But, we 
should remember that the resurrection did not happen first without death. There cannot be new beginnings without 
putting something to rest.

In our own lives we see this. We see something new that could happen, if only we are able to let go of the old. We can 
become friends with old enemies, but only if we forgive. We can learn a new skill, but only if we let go of the fear of 
not being able to do it. We can see a new rising in our faith, but only if we let go of old ideas. This paradigm happens in 
so many places in our lives - to see something new, we often must let go of something old. Resurrection happens only 
after a death.

It is for this reason that we cannot truly celebrate Easter - the day of resurrection - without understanding the backstory. 
If you have not before experienced these mid-week services in Holy Week, I would encourage you to do so. There is so 
much more power in the story of Jesus' rising, when we remember the last moments he had with his disciples, his 
suffering and his death.

Holy Week is something that ties all Christians together, in one way or another. This Holy Week, as last year, we are 
blessed to be joined by friends from other churches. For those who go to the later service, we will begin this week at 
10:15 on Palm Sunday in Library Square, joined by the folks at First United Methodist Church. Then, on Maundy 
Thursday, we will be joined by our fellow Episcopalians from St. Andrew's. We will be having this service together at 
St. Matthew's. This is not only a good time to get to worship together with fellow sisters and brothers in Christ, but it is 
a reminder that this story ties us all together.

This is truly a special time that is coming up. It is a time that we can all celebrate, but it is also a time to remember. We 
remember Jesus' being seen as the king of all peoples. We remember the signs of love Jesus gave in his Last Supper. We 
remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for our sake, and we remember Jesus' conquest over death to save us. On top of 
all of this, we remember that this is the story that binds us all together as sisters and brothers in Christ and we are able 
to celebrate our salvation story together.

Blessings & Peace, Fr. Matthew+

 

	
  

	
  

 

To contact Fr. Matthew after office hours or 
for an emergency call 262-515-9883.



 

During the month of March, the Shalom Center is welcoming donations of  nutritional cereal.  Bring your items to 
church on Sundays and place them in the big blue baskets at the back of the church to be delivered to the Shalom 
Center Food Pantry.

 
  

 
	
  
St. Matthew’s Women’s Book Club will meet on Sunday, April 19, at 6:00 p.m. at Guida Brown’s home, 
6201-39th Avenue, to discuss Rules of Civility by Amor Towles. (Guida’s email address is 
guida315@gmail.com; her phone is 262-652-1964.)  

Book Summary:  “Set in New York City in 1938, the novel tells the story of a watershed year in the life of an 
uncompromising twenty-five year old named Katey Kontent.  Armed with little more than formidable intellect, 
a bracing wit, and her own brand of cool nerve, Katey embarks on a journey from a Wall Street secretarial 
pool through the upper echelons of New York society in search of a brighter future.

“Befriended in turn by a shy, principled multimillionaire, an Upper East Side ne’er-do-well, and a single-
minded widow […], Katey has the chance to experience first-hand the poise secured by wealth and station, 
but also the aspirations of envy, disloyalty, and desires that reside just below the surface.  […] She will learn 
how individual choices become the means by which life crystallizes loss.”

Please read the book and join the discussion on April 19.

On April 17, 1840 (which fell on Good Friday that year), a group of Southport Episcopalians met to organize a church.  
There were 26 people who signed the articles of association.  This was the beginning of St. Matthew's as a parish.  

On April 19 of the same year, 4 adults were baptized.  

On February 6, 1944, records show that there were 21 attendees at the early service, 199 attendees at church school at 
9:30, 127 attendees at a 10:45 service, and 33 people at evening prayer at 7 p.m.  

Planning continues for the celebration of the175th anniversary of St. Matthew’s to be held on Saturday, September 19, 
2015.  Bishop Miller will be the officiant at the service that day.  There will also be a block party: 7th Avenue will be 
closed to traffic from 10am-11pm.  Times and details are still being worked out, so stay tuned!

A church directory is being compiled in time for the celebration.  If you want to provide a picture for the directory, 
please send it to April MacDowell in jpeg format prior to April 1.  Her e-mail address is:  amacdow@yahoo.com.  

Members of our parish who feel they still cannot venture out can stay connected by calling the office (654-8642) and 
requesting that a eucharistic visitor bring them communion.  Those who have access to the internet can also hear Fr. 
Matthew's sermons each week by going to our website and clicking on “sermons” (stmatthewskenosha.net). 



Stewardship is a way of life, calling for the right use of all the resources that God has given us. We are inclined to 
define “stewardship” as an annual campaign and confine it to a few weeks designed to fund the operating budget.
We are making stewardship a year-round endeavor by including a monthly bulletin insert on Bible stewardship, 
working in conjunction with the Service and Outreach Committee to have a quarterly speaker from one of the tithe 
beneficiaries and provide a narrative budget to show how time, talent and money are used to support worship, 
congregational development, outreach and ministry, pastoral care and our buildings and grounds.

  Serving our Neighbors at Brass Elementary School
Thank you to everyone who donated cash, sweat pants, socks, undergarments, hats, mittens, scarves and boots to our 
little friends at Brass Community School.  Your outpouring of generosity was truly amazing!  It is heart warming to 
know that when we ask the members of St. Matthew's, you provide what is needed and them some!  Kirsten McVey and 
Linda Bogdala delivered the donations to the school, and they were very warmly received by Scott Kennow, Principal, 
and Debbie Malsack, School Secretary.

St. Matthew’s Tithe
The recipients of our tithe for each month of 2015 so far are: 
January: Hospitality Center at St. Luke’s in Racine
February:  Kenosha Human Development Services (KHDS)
March:  Diocese of Milwaukee Haiti Project

The amount set by the vestry for each month in 2015 is $1,377.50.  These donations are making a huge impact on the 
nonprofit  recipients, so you should be really proud of what we are able to do as a congregation!  Watch for more 
information in 2015 from  the Outreach Committee.

Do you enjoy having refreshments at the Sunday Coffee hours?  If so, please signup to make coffee and bring some 
goodies.  Volunteers are needed after each Sunday service. Two people/families can take one Sunday – a sign-up sheet 
is in the coffee corner.  If you are new to this volunteer activity, just ask and someone will be happy to guide you.

Our Saturday Service
The 5:00 PM service on Saturdays is welcoming familiar and new faces.  As this service grows in attendance,  lay 
ministers are needed to serve as ushers and readers.  Please contact the church office (654-8642) if you are willing to 
participate in the Saturday service.

  Making of Palm Crosses

On Saturday, March 28th, we are asking adult members of the parish to make palm crosses in the Guild Hall at 10 AM.  
You will learn how to fold one palm branch into a cross which will be blessed and distributed on Palm Sunday.  Bring a 
good pair of scissors to cut  the palm branches. 



Palm Sunday

The 10:30am Palm Sunday service will begin with the Blessing of the Palms in Library Park at 10:15am.   The 
congregation from First Methodist Church will join us in the park.  If there is inclement weather, we will do the 
blessing in church at the beginning of the 10:30 service. 

   Easter Flowers

Memorial dedications for Easter flowers are now being accepted.  Use the  small white envelopes on the table at the 
back of the church for your dedications and place them in the offering plate on Sundays, send information to the 
church, or call the church office at 654-8642.  Information needed is your name, the name(s) of the loved one(s) to be 
remembered, and an enclosed donation.  The memorials will be published in the Easter bulletins.
 

 
Volunteer Drivers Still Needed

St. Matthew's is willing to take on a program that will offer FREE rides to church for the elderly and disabled in our 
parish.  The program is set to kick off on Easter  Sunday, April 5th.  We will begin with offering the FREE rides to the  
10:30  service the first  Sunday  of each month---and we hope to expand from there.  Volunteer Driver application 
forms are in a manilla folder in the back of church.  All drivers need to be registered with KAFASI (Kenosha Area 
Family and Aging Services).  Drivers will be compensated for their services. Parishioners who would like to sign up for 
the FREE rides can call KAFASI at 658-3508. Anyone who has any questions about being a driver or getting a ride can 
also call Dave McGrath at 652-1964.   Please leave a message if no one answers.

Lenten Women's Day:  Practicing Prayer 
 

The day of "Practicing Prayer" was just that.  Rev. Anna Doherty, our Lenten Women's Day facilitator, took the 17 
participants through an introduction to Judeo-Christian prayer and then a history (albeit shortened version) of prayer.  
Right before lunch, Rev. Anna walked us through each of the 9 prayer stations she had set up and explained what they 
were and how we might investigate each, some or all of them.  We then had the opportunity in the afternoon to visit the 
different prayer stations:  The Episcopal Daily Office, Centering, Mantra, Anglican Prayer Beads, Lectio Divina, 
Praying Through Icons, Mandalas, Journaling, and Labyrinth.  Each one was unique, and since we had 90 minutes to 
explore them, that's what some of the ladies did.  Others decided they were more interested in 1 or 2 and spent the time 
doing just those.  There were even some of the ladies who walked down to Wolfenbuttal Park by the lakefront and 
walked the labyrinth.  It was certainly a beautiful day for praying in the outdoors by the lake!  When we got back into 
the group session, we discussed our thoughts on those stations we participated in.  At the end of the day, Rev. Anna led 
us through a closing prayer which was taken from "Daily Prayers for All Seasons."
 
All of the feedback received from our participants was very positive: they learned something more about prayer and 
enjoyed the fellowship.  We even had visitors - 1 from St. Aidan's (Rev. Anna's congregation) and the other from St. 
Chrysostom's in Delafield.  Three of the primrose centerpieces were raffled off and the fourth was given to Rev. Anna.
 
As I've said many times, I believe the members of the Evangelism Committee are the best!!  Thanks to Nellie Frazee, 
Jordyn Lander, Kirsten McVey, and Amy Parrish for helping as these types of events don't just happen with a snap of 
the fingers!  (Two of our members, Jessica Foutch and Jennifer Zapf, could not be in attendance, but I know they were 
with us in spirit.)   And "thank you" to our church staff:  Leigh Travanty, Jeff Tyree, Mary Weiser, and Abigail 
Wincek.  You are awesome!   

I believe there was consensus by all in attendance that St. Matthew's should offer these types of events in the future, 
and we look forward to bringing them to you.

God bless you all.
 
Linda Bogdala
 



A Letter from our Rector and our Treasurer
Dear Friends,

This letter is in response to a long-standing question facing the St. Matthew’s vestry with regard to the Heritage Fund. 
For many years the Heritage Fund has been used to fund important physical renewal projects for St. Matthew’s. Most 
recently we tuckpointed the church in two phases. Heritage contributions were collected over a two-year period to fund 
that project. This year’s Heritage Fund project is the repair of the clock and the carillon in the bell tower of the church.                                                                                                                  
	

This past week the vestry of St. Matthew’s decided that any surplus of this project and all future projects should be used 
to fund a reserve for the capital projects of St. Matthew’s. This will take effect beginning with the Heritage Fund 
campaign in 2016 and will not affect the past or current Heritage Fund campaign. This reserve fund would exist to 
repair unexpected large maintenance issues or planned replacement and upgrade projects on any of the physical plant, 
such as replacing a boiler, repairing a roof, or upgrading windows. Keep in mind that St. Matthew’s has four buildings 
which we maintain, and all of them need repairs and upgrading from time to time.                                                                                                                         
	

As of February 28, 2015, the Heritage Fund has a balance of approximately $19,500 of surplus from all Heritage 
projects throughout the years. Though we have intentionally stated what will happen with a surplus moving forward, 
the surplus from years’ past is subject to donor intent. The vestry would like to allocate that surplus as a reserve for 
capital projects (similar to current and future surpluses), but in order to do so we want to honor those who gave for 
those projects and give them the opportunity to voice their thoughts on this intent. Ideally, we would be able to account 
for the surplus from each project and come up with a list of each donor’s part of that surplus. Unfortunately, we cannot 
do that, and, as such, are asking those who gave in the past to give consent to reserve the dollars as indicated above 
rather than hold the money as reserved indefinitely for the specific project for which it was given.                	


Please reach out to either of us or one of the members of the vestry to discuss this if you have questions or comments.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,

Fr. Matthew L. Buterbaugh, Rector

Jonathan Cushman, Treasurer


