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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,

	
 Summer is upon us. Graduations are going 
on, the temperature is rising, and people are making 
vacation plans. It feels like there is change in the air. 
Summer is a change of pace in the church. We move 
the later service up by a half hour, and the choir 
takes a hiatus.        
                              
	
 The beginning of this summer also marks one 
year that I have come to this parish. I have observed, 
in the last year, a full cycle of the church year now. I 
started in the slower pace of summer. I watched 
things pick up in the fall. I went through the Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany cycle. Then, I saw how we 
celebrate Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.

	
 And, here's what I have observed in all of 
this. I have observed a parish where people really 
love one another. I have observed a group of people 
who find deep meaning in worship, and who want to 
take their praise of God into the world. I have seen 
parishioners who go out of their way to greet and 
include newcomers. I have observed a church that is 
getting excited about where the Holy Spirit is taking 
them, and willing to enrich their experience with 
God, both in worship and in looking beyond the 
walls of the church. 

	
 The early Christian writer Tertullian said that 
he overheard non-Christian Romans commenting on 
the Christians, "See how they love each other!"  I 
think that could be a good observation about St. 
Matthew's. This is a place where people love each 
other and where people are enthusiastic about 
showing that love to the world. This is a place where 
people are working to be a beacon of hope to the 
community around us. This is a place where the joy 
in worship reflects our joy in representing Christ.

	
 As we move into the slower pace of the 
summer, the Church does not end its work. We are 
just coming into another phase of the cycle of the life 
of the Church. As the programs are taking a break, 
we can use this time to continue to reflect on where 
we are going. As we travel, we can use the time to 
rest to continue to "fight the good fight" as St. Paul 
put it. This next cycle in the life of St. Matthew's will 
be even more exciting. Knowing that we have people 
with open and discerning hearts, I expect the Holy 
Spirit to do more great things here. Let us enter each 
phase of our life together with the joy God has given 
us and look forward to the next place that we go on 
this journey together.

Blessings and Peace, 

Fr. Matthew+

Communion is available to all members of our parish 
family.  If for any reason you are homebound, one of 
the Eucharistic Ministers would be happy to bring 
you communion at home.  Call the church to make 
arrangements for one of our eucharistic ministers to 
make a home visit.  Just because you can’t get to 
church does not mean the church cannot come to 
you.  The church phone number is 654-8642.

Note change in date and time!
 
St. Matthew's VBS will start on Monday, July 21st 
and run through Friday, July 25th.   Times are now 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon in the Guild Hall Sunday 
school room.  Hopefully, there will be some outdoor 
activities if the weather cooperates.  

Children ages kindergarten through grade six are 
welcome, and they can bring a friend.   Registration 
packets are on the table at the back of the church or 
can be obtained from the church office.
 
 

Book Club

St. Matthew’s Women’s Book Club will meet on 
Sunday, August 17, at 6:00 p.m. at Julia Price’s home  
to discuss The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz 
Zafón (translated by Lucia Graves). 

“Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the 
aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and Daniel, an 
antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss of 
his mother, finds solace in a mysterious book entitled 
The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julián Carax. But 
when he sets out to find the author’s other works, he 
makes a shocking discovery: someone has been 
systematically destroying every copy of every book 
Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may have the last 
of Carax’s books in existence. Soon Daniel’s 
seemingly innocent quest opens a door into one of 
Barcelona’s darkest secrets--an epic story of murder, 
madness, and doomed love.”

Out of 185,510 ratings on Goodreads, this book 
scored 4.21 on a 5 point scale!  It’s a great time to 
read a book, ladies! 



Church  Gardens

I am overwhelmed with appreciation for all the help I 
have received over the past month.  I have not been 
able to keep up over the past several years. The 
gardens are looking great! Thanks for the help and 
hard work of several parishioners:  Holly and Rick 
Stoddard, Mary and Harry Knipp, Rachel Lochtefeld, 
April MacDowell, Nancy Roeder, Franklin Gail, 
LeighTravanty and anyone else I may have missed. 
I am greatly appreciative of all their efforts.

Gardening needs to continue on a regular basis. We 
can always use help with weeding and picking up 
garbage.  My plan is to plant more ground covers to 
help reduce weeding and hold in moisture. I have 
adjuga, woodriff, rannicoulus and sedum ground 
covers I will transplant from my yard. If anyone has 
ground covers they can donate I would appreciate it. 
I will plant them if you drop them off at my house or 
at St. Matthew’s.  I will also be thinning out plants. 
I will leave them in the outdoor service area if 
anyone would like extra plants.   
  
                                        -  Marsha Krzyzanowski
 

 

Open House, Bake & Craft Sale -  
Success!

  
We were blessed with beautiful weather on 
Saturday, May 10th, so outside went the tables 
with all the yummy baked goods and crafts.    
Kay Sutton, our choir director/organist, was on 
hand to play for the folks who strolled in to 
take a self-guided tour of our beautiful church 
and chapel.  Thank you, Kay!  Debi Rengers, 
Fr. Matthew and Franklin Gail were available 
to answer questions of our very interested 
visitors.  We heard comments like, "What a 
beautiful building,"  "I have always wanted to 
come inside but never have had the oppor- 
tunity until today," and "You have a beautiful 
church."   The event would not have been 
possible without the concerted efforts of  
Dawn and Abbie Christiansen and Jennifer 
Zapf.  These ladies did an outstanding job 
before, during and after the event.  Thanks 
also to the G4 Girls Youth Group for making 
the cute crafts and to Franklin for opening up 
the church for us.
  
You can't have an event without publicity so 
our thanks go to Abigail Wincek and Mary 
Weiser for the history, tour, organ, and stained 

glass windows information and brochures.   
Thank you to Jeff Tyree for moving tables to 
and from the church - big help to the 
committee!   And most importantly, thank you 
to those who donated baked treats and crafts.   
We are truly blessed with such a generous 
parish family.

You might be wondering how successful this 
event was.  Well, we raised $343.00 from the 
bake and craft sales!  This money will be put 
to very good use.  It will be donated to 
Cheyrill and Horace Cartwright who are in the 
process of bringing Cheyrill's five children
(ages 10 to 21) from the Philippines to live 
with them in Kenosha.  It is a wonderful 
feeling when we can do something to help one 
of our own parish families.
  
Matthew 5:16  expresses it very well:  "Let 
your light so shine before others, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven."  And that is exactly 
what all of you did who donated your time, 
talent and treasures and made this event such a 
success.  Thank you all, and may God bless 
you abundantly.  We look forward to more 
events like this one and others to showcase our 
church and invite our community to "Come 
and see."
  
         - St. Matthew’s Evangelism Committee

 
The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller will be the celebrant 
and preacher at St. Matthew’s on Saturday, June 28th 
at 3:00 p.m.   He will confirm three of our youth, 
receive three adults, and two will renew their 
baptismal vows.  Also, we welcome members of 
another parish in the diocese who will have the same 
rites conferred on this day.  Mark your calendars and 
help all of these fellow Episcopalians celebrate on 
June 28th.

    Check the Time for Summer Services!

During the  months of June, July, and August, 
the Sunday service times will be 7:30 AM and 10:00 
AM.  The time change for the late service began on 
Sunday, June 1st.

All  new acolytes, eucharistic ministers, and lectors 
will be commissioned on Sunday, June 8th, at both 
7:30 and 10:00 a.m. services.   

Please welcome them to their new ministries at St. 
Matthew’s.


