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A Pastoral Letter
from The Rev. Matthew L. Buterbaugh

Dear Friends,

    The Gospel of Matthew ends with a very
powerful moment where Jesus gives His
disciples the last words that they will hear from
Him. Just after these words, Jesus ascends to
Heaven, and that's it. The disciples are on their
own - left with these last words and memories of
Jesus' life and teachings.
     What were these last words Jesus left with
the disciples? He said, "Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. And remem-
ber, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
(Matt.28:18-20)
     "Go therefore..." There is almost a sense that
Jesus is shooing them out the door. You could
almost picture Him chasing them with a broom
saying, "Go! I'm done here, now go!"  We call
this  "The Great Commission". Jesus is telling
his disciples, and as inheritors of the Church, us
as well, that we need to be on our way to do
God's work.
     Much has been made of the Great Com-
mission over the centuries. The Great Com-
mission has been used in some not-so-great
ways. It has at times been an excuse to torture
and kill indigenous peoples in different parts of
the world who would not submit to the institu-
tional powers of the Church. On the other hand,
the Great Commission has been seen as an
opening up of the Gospel to all people, regard-
less of background. It has also been, in recent
years, adopted as a way for members of the
Church to become more missional in our
approach to being the Church.
     What do those of us who are in the middle of
the summer in Kenosha, Wisconsin make of this
Great Commission? As a church, I can already
see the Great Commission in action. We have a
monthly soup kitchen that we have been sup-
porting for years. We are going to have a
physical presence in our community this sum-
mer outside during the 4th of July celebration
and Food, Folks and Spokes as well as having a
VBS program that is open to the community. In
the Fall, we will have a formalized relationship
with the Kenosha Chamber Choir. I suspect that
it won't be long before we develop relationships
with other organizations in this community. In
each one of these instances, you can hear the
words of Jesus saying, "Go therefore!" This is
not because we are necessarily trying to make
converts out of people, but because sharing the
Good News takes many forms.
     This is great for a church to be doing these
things. These are missional in nature. These are
the kinds of things that make St. Matthew's an
important part of our community. But, what

about me and you as individuals? How do we
live out the Great Commission in our own lives?
Many of you will travel this summer or be
involved with various activities. These are times
that we do not leave our faith at the red doors,
but these are times that we go and do our things
as people of faith.  I am not saying we need to
waive our floppy Bibles at the kids soccer ref
(although maybe that's not a bad idea). I am not
even saying that we have to make people
uncomfortable with Jesus talk. What I am saying
is that we can live the Gospel while on a boat, or
on a hike, or on vacation. We can continue to
worship when we are out of town, or maybe lend
an ear to a stranger in need. We can be
examples of people changed by the Good News
and be witnesses in our lives, even as we enjoy
some time off.
     Go therefore! Go and enjoy the summer, but
go and be witnesses of the Good News. Go and
be the Church in the world.

Blessings and Peace,
      Fr. Matthew L. Buterbaugh+

Church & Office Summer Hours

In the months of July and August the late service on
Sunday morning will be held at 10:00 AM.  The 7:30
AM service will remain at the same time.

During the months of July and August the office will
continue to be open on weekdays from 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM.  Fr. Matthew will be available on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
for phone contacts and appointments.  His schedule
may change due to out-of-office meetings
conferences.  Fridays he will be available by appoint-
ment only.  Fr. Matthew can be contacted by calling
the office (654-8642), his cell phone (732-692-3846),
or his home phone (577-5254) and also by using
direct email: (rector.stmatts@gmail.com)

VBS will be held at St. Matthew's the week of July
22nd through July 28th from 10:00AM to Noon.
Children and their friends can be registered by calling
the church office at or by picking up a registration
form at the back of the church.  Pre-registration will
end on Monday, July 15th.  After the 15th you may call
the church office to see if space is still available



A Day Without Poverty
Convoy of Hope is holding “A Day Without Poverty”
on Saturday, July 27, 2013 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m
at Brass Elementary School.  Thousands of area
residents will receive free health services, groceries,
clothing, family photos, haircuts, job counseling, a
free lunch, and a Kid Zone with children’s games and
entertainment.   The goal of the event is to offer hope
by connecting people with local organizations that
help meet needs. The event will require 1,000
volunteers.  In addition to volunteers who can be
greeters, help distribute items, provide security, and
supervise the Kid Zone, they will also need
volunteers with special skills such as health care,
dental, photography, hairstyling, job counseling, and
language translating.  Anyone from St. Matthew’s
who is interested in being a part of this great event
can do any of the following:
1.  pray for the event
2.  hand out postcards to those who might benefit
from the services at the event (cards in back of
church)
3.  sign up to volunteer at the back of church or
online at www.kenosha.convoyoutreach.org
4.  donate online at
www.kenosha.convoyoutreach.org
Volunteers who would like to help on Thursday and
Friday, July 25th and 26th with the set-up of fencing,
chairs, tables, electrical power, promotional banners
and signs, parking lots, and special construction
projects should call (262) 960-6180 (the local
Convoy of Hope coordinator) to confirm your
participation.  A volunteer rally for all Convoy of
Hope event volunteers will be held on July 26 at 7:00
p.m. at Journey Church (10700 75th Street, Kenosha)
where details will be given as to the assignments and
coordination of all volunteers involved.  Get involved
with dozens of other area churches in this exciting
outreach event and make an impact on our
community!

Memorial Bricks

If you have not done so, take a few minutes to walk
along the east side of the church and see all the
memorial bricks in the All Saints' Walk.  This is a
special way to remember loved ones by buying a
custom made, engraved brick for a lasting memorial.
The cost of a 4 X 8 brick is $150 and there is space
for a dedication of three lines with 14 characters
each.  Forms for bricks can be found on the table at
the back of the church.  Call the church office at 654-
8642 for additional information.

St. Matthew’s Women’s Book Club will meet on
Sunday, August 11, at 7:00 p.m. at Julia Price’s home
to discuss The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach.

“At Westish College (which is said to be based on
Kenosha’s Carthage College), baseball star Henry
Skrimshander seems destined for big league until a
routine throw goes disastrously off course.  In the
aftermath of his error, the fates of five people are
upended.  Henry’s fight against self-doubt threatens
to ruin his future.  College president Guert Affenlight
has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love.  Owen
Dunne becomes caught up in a dangerous affair.
Mike Schwartz realizes he has guided Henry’s career
at the expense of his own.  And Pella Affenlight
returns to Westish after escaping an ill-fated
marriage, determined to start a new life.

“As the season counts down to its climactic final
game, these five are forced to confront their deepest
hopes, anxieties, and secrets.” (Amazon)

Please read the book and join the discussion on
August 11.

Soup Kitchen

On the third Sunday of the month St. Matthew's soup
makers and volunteers prepare and serve the evening
meal at the Shalom Center of the Interfaith Network.
We have been involved with this outreach activity for
over  30 years.  At least 12 volunteers are needed to
help out on our Sunday from 3:30 to 5:30 PM.  A
sign up sheet is at the back of the church the week
before our turn to serve.

We purchase milk, fresh items, and some paper
products for our day to serve.  These items are paid
for, and budgeted, by St. Matthew's Church.  A 'soup
kettle' has been placed at the back of the church to
collect donations to cover these expenses.  It is now
also possible to place your donations in your Sunday
pledge envelopes.  At this time, however, our costs
far exceed our budgeted amount and the donations.
The plan is to have the Soup Kettle at the back of
church the week before and the week of our turn to
serve.  Please be generous with your time and talent.



G2G Guild News & Information

Food, Folks & Spokes

The G2G Guild is looking for volunteers to help
with a St. Matthew's Church information tent at the
Food, Folks, & Spokes community event on July 12,
 2013.  The tent will be set up on the church lawn
from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Volunteers are asked to
help out in three areas:

1.  Hand out flyers about our church.
2.  Register children for VBS.
3.  Assist with a craft project.

All ages are welcome to sign up for either of the two
time slots and which area they wish to help out.   A
sign up sheet is at the back of the church.

Ice Cream Party

The G2G Guild invites you to an outdoor ice cream
party on Sunday, July 7th, after the 10:00 AM.
service.  We will gather on the front lawn of the
church, so please bring your lawn chairs and/or
blankets.

There will be four flavors of ice cream, toppings and
more!   Coffee and water will also be available.

Come and join in summertime fun and fellowship.

Visit Us Online!

Remember to check out our website
(www.stmatthewskenosha.net) to:

- get information about current events
- check the parish calendar (be sure to check this for

availability if you are planning an event)
- see pictures of the church and recent events

 - find request forms for room use or reimbursements
- leave a prayer request

- give online
- see a list of our ministries

- hear Fr. Matthew's sermons
- learn about our endowment fund, columbarium, or

memorial brick walkway
- or just learn more about the Episcopal Church or

St. Matthew's

Also, did you know St. Matthew's
has a Facebook page?  Check it out and feel

free to post something at www.facebook.com/
stmatthewsepiscopalchurchkenosha

Thank You...

to Sally Rullman and Jim Kremers for the donation of
toilet arms to bring the Guild Hall facilities up to
date.  They noted the lack of these arms and stepped
up to supply three sets of toilet arms for the
restrooms in the Guild Hall – both upstairs and in the
lower level.  Our facilities manager, Jeff Tyree, has
installed all three sets.  Thanks to Jim, Sally, and Jeff
for brining modern day standards to our restrooms.

"May the souls of the departed
rest in peace."

(BCP)

Ellis Johnson, father of Judy Specht, died on
Wednesday, June 26th.  St. Matthew's parish family
extends our condolences to Judy and Ken at this
time.  May Ellis' soul and the souls of other departed
rest in peace.

Attachments for this issue!

Parish Nurse Health Information,

 June 2013 Calendar


